










Planning Commission Meeting

April 13, 2016 Page 6

1 Commissioner Wright said Main Street signifies the heart of our city. She agreed Parrish

2 Lane is the main business hub of Centerville and agrees that Main Street is different from Parrish

3 Lane. She believes Main Street is walkable. She said there are always pedestrians on the

4 sidewalks of Main Street and this will always be the case as long as there is a school on Main

5 Street. In addition, she believes Founders Park, City Hall, and the Whitaker Museum also

6 contribute to the walkability of Main Street. She is an advocate for Main Street and believes the

7 Commission should create the vision that has been foreseen and keep the planter boxes and poles
8 as planned. She does not believe these elements are a liability concern but rather that these

9 elements create a safety barrier from traffic for those pedestrians on the sidewalk. She believes

10 the pedestrian lighting is also important for safety. She too is amenable to alternate planting
11 materials and mentioned that she likes flowering trees. She agrees these elements are critical for

12 framing the street and believes this framing of the street is what will adjust traffic flow. She said

13 the benches could be pushed pack from the curb, but strongly agrees the planter boxes and light
14 poles should remain. She said the Commission needs to be clear as to why these items are

15 important and site specific evidence to show these elements are acceptable. She also mentioned

16 that she has heard that trees reduce crime within a city and she is looking for this study and

17 information to share with the Commission and City Council.

18

19 Mr. Snyder reminded the Commission that Main Street is a UDOT owned road. He said

20 UDOT has specific standards for Main Street and the public clear zone. He agreed the

21 Commission should plan as they see fit, but cautioned the Commission that some of the

22 placement may not be allowed. He said UDOT does not negotiate these standards regardless of

23 past practices or existing conditions. He also cautioned the Commission to keep property owners

24 in mind with regard to the cost of improvements. He said the cost for many of these elements

25 could be burdensome to private property owners and could affect redevelopment.
26

27 The Commission discussed the option for break-away elements and wondered if they
28 may be acceptable to UDOT. They also wondered how bike lanes might affect UDOT's clear

29 zone. The Commission agreed having a representative from UDOT come and present UDOT's

30 standards to the Commission before any decisions are made would be useful. The Commission

31 also agreed a presentation from the Wasatch Regional Council on complete street designs would

32 also be helpful. The Commission would also like to meet with the City Council in a work session

33 following these presentations before any decisions are made.

34

35 Chair Hirschi said continuity is an issue. He agreed that if these elements are pushed back

36 into the private space then gaps and maintenance could become a greater issue. He believes if

37 this public space is improved it will in turn encourage redevelopment as it brings more people to

38 the area. He said every citizen in Centerville will benefit from these improvements. In that

39 regard, he mentioned a special improvement district could be an option to fund these public
40 space improvements.
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