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TREE BOARD AGENDA 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE CENTERVILLE TREE BOARD WILL HOLD A REGULAR MEETING 
AT 8:00 PM ON MARCH 19, 2025 AT CENTERVILLE CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM, 250 NORTH 
MAIN STREET, CENTERVILLE, UTAH.  
 
Centerville Tree Board meetings are open to the public, unless otherwise closed for reasons allowed by law. Centerville Tree Board 
meetings may be conducted via electronic means pursuant to Utah Code §  52-4-207. In compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations due to a disability may contact the City Recorder at (801) 295-3477, at 
least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. The Committee reserves the right to modify the sequence of agenda items in order to 
facilitate special needs or provide greater efficiency. 
 
 

The full agenda packet and backup materials can be found on the Centerville City website at: 
https://centervilleutah.gov/129/Agendas-Minutes 

 
    
A.  ROLL CALL   
    
B.  MINUTES   

Minutes of prior meetings may be reviewed and accepted. Minutes review and approval shall comply 
with the Centerville City Minutes Approval Policy. 

 1.  Minutes Review and Approval 
February 19, 2025 Tree Board Minutes 

    
C.  BUSINESS ITEMS   

Business action or discussion items to be considered.  
 1.  Report on Whitaker gardening event at City Hall, March 13 
 2.  Onboard new members / refresher for all members 

-Ask the Board: What are you hoping to accomplish in 2025? 
-Review Tree Board purpose, goals, challenges, initiatives 
-Review current city ordinances that pertain to Tree Board 

 3.  Arbor Day art contest and education efforts?—April 25 
-Take info to schools (packets), talking points 
-Plan who will mount art for display 
-Donations in kind from local businesses 

 4.  Calendar future events/initiatives 
-Videos/posts for city's social media 
-City Newsletter entries? 
-Walking Tree tour or something different? 
-Pruning training? 
-Collaboration? 

    
D.  ADJOURNMENT   
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CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 

I hereby certify that this notice and agenda was posted at Centerville City Hall, published on the Utah Public 
Notice Website, and provided to a newspaper or media correspondent in accordance with the requirements of 
the Utah Open and Public Meetings Act, including, but not limited to, provisions of Utah Code § 52-4-202.  

 
Jennifer Robison 

Centerville City Recorder 
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                                                                                                                       PRELIMINARY DRAFT

1 Minutes of the Centerville City Tree Board meeting held Wednesday, February 19, 2025 at 8:00 
2 p.m. at Centerville City Hall, 250 North Main Street, Centerville, Utah.
3
4 MEMBERS PRESENT
5 Barbara Allen
6 Brandon Henderson
7 Sara Stettler
8 Linda Porter
9 Keith Roper

10 Heather Taylor, Chair
11 Gary Woodward
12
13 STAFF PRESENT
14 Mike Higgins, Parks Supervisor
15 Connie Larson, Recording Secretary
16
17 MINUTES REVIEW AND APPROVAL
18
19 Minutes of the January 15, 2025 meeting were reviewed.  Heather Taylor made a motion 
20 to approve the minutes as amended. Gary Woodward seconded the motion, which was passed by 
21 unanimous vote (7-0). 
22
23 INTRODUCE NEW BOARD MEMBERS
24
25 Barbara Allen and Brandon Henderson were introduced as new members of the Tree 
26 Board.  Linda Porter and Gary Woodward announced this is their last meeting, as they are resigning 
27 from the Tree Board.
28
29 REVIEW PREVIOUS ACTION ITEMS, INCLUDING IDEAS FOR EDUCATION 
30 EFFORTS.
31
32 Heather Taylor explained the agendas for city meetings must be posted 24 hours in advance 
33 of a meeting.  Any information that is being presented in a meeting must be given to Jennifer 
34 Robison, City Recorder, before the agenda is posted. Haley Turner, Community Services Manager, 
35 is doing social media and is responsible for the Tree Board website. 
36
37 The Tree Board is trying to roll-out Community Education items on how to plant, prune, 
38 and water trees. There is currently a low level of controversy about the ordinance on park strip 
39 trees. Mike Higgins, Parks Supervisor, said the reason the Tree Board was created was because of 
40 the study that was done seven years ago about the large number of tree roots that were lifting the 
41 sidewalks and the liability to the city if someone was injured. The city discovered there were no 
42 tree ordinances being enforced. The city created the Tree Board and they got arborists to be on the 
43 Board to help create ordinances for trees. The city adopted the policy that permission must be 
44 given from the city for trees to be allowed in park strips. There are no trees allowed in park strips 
45 that are under four feet, and most neighborhoods in Centerville have four-foot-wide park strips.
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1 Mike Higgins also explained the city attorney said there is liability to the city if someone 
2 is injured on a broken sidewalk. The street manager does not want any trees in park strips because 
3 of the damage to utilities.  The Tree Board needs to clarify problem trees, and who is responsible 
4 for problem trees. The city has dedicated $100,000 per year for removal of park strip trees and 
5 replacement of the damaged sidewalk. Cracks in damaged sidewalks are painted yellow to alert 
6 pedestrians of the danger. Heather Taylor said when she was new to the Tree Board, there was a 
7 work session with the City Council on this issue, but the City Council tabled the discussion because 
8 of complaints from citizens.
9

10 Heather Taylor is working with Bruce Cox, Parks and Recreation Director, on a tree list 
11 recommended for park strips and tree placement on the other side of the sidewalk. 
12
13 REPORT ON DONATION REQUESTS FOR ARBOR DAY
14
15 Heather Taylor reported she is still trying to contact Rockin E Country Store for Arbor Day 
16 donations, but they have not returned her calls yet. Bryce King, Community Services Manager, 
17 will be asked to contact Banbury Donuts for donations, and Snelgrove’s Ice Cream will be 
18 contacted when they open in April. Linda Porter reported Culver’s Restaurant will donate 
19 certificates. Gary Woodward said Artic Circle will provide coupons, and Sara Stettler will contact 
20 Banbury Crossing for donuts. Brandon Henderson will contact Get Air Trampoline Park in 
21 Kaysville for gift cards. 
22
23 PLAN ARBOR DAY EVENT
24
25 Arbor Day is April 25th. The Arbor Day Art Contest will be held at Reading Elementary, 
26 and local artists will be allowed to display their work. Each school in Centerville will get a packet 
27 to advertise the Art Contest. Local businesses are asked to donate for prizes, and the schools are 
28 encouraged to use school time to allow students to work on art projects for the art show. 
29
30 Brandon Henderson said he could answer questions about tree care at the Art Show. Two 
31 banners need to be hung at Reading Elementary, and posters need to be made to be hung at the 
32 school. Barbara Allen said she would do the posters. Heather Taylor displayed the poster that was 
33 used last year for the Art Contest and the rules for the contest. Winners of the contest will be 
34 recognized by the mayor at a public ceremony. 
35
36 School education information assignments are as follows:
37
38 Keith Roper – Stewart Elementary
39 Sara Stettler – Centerville Junior High, Taylor Elementary, & Reading Elementary
40 Barbara Allen – Centerville Elementary
41 Heather Taylor – Viewmont High School
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1 PLAN WHITAKER MUSEUM EVENT
2
3 Heather Taylor reported she has talked with Lisa Sommer, Whitaker Museum Director, 
4 about the Tree Board talking at the Gardening Presentation that is held each year at the Museum.
5 The presentation this year will be held on March 13, at 6:30 p.m. at the Whitaker Museum. Debbie 
6 West from Rockin E Nursery will talk about how to make a master garden. The Tree Board will 
7 take five minutes to discuss the resources the Tree Board has to help residents, and the best type 
8 of trees to plant and how to care for trees. She will also inform participants of the Tree Board 
9 website.

10
11 COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
12
13 Heather Taylor said between now and May, she will be working on a monthly initiative for 
14 community outreach with Haley Turner, Community Services Manager. She would like to do a 
15 five-minute clip each month on tips for caring for trees and how to plan a yard. 
16
17 FUTURE ACTION ITEMS
18
19 • Current ordinances and how they relate to the Tree Board.
20 • Review Tree Board website.
21 • Discuss combined activity with Whitaker Museum Board. 
22 • Tree Tour discussion.
23 • Discuss Arbor Day activities.
24
25 Any other items Tree Board members would like to be discussed should be given to 
26 Heather Taylor.
27
28 NEXT MEETING
29
30 The next Tree Board Meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 19, 2025 at 8:00 p.m. at 
31 City Hall.
32
33 ADJOURN
34
35 At 9:30 p.m., Gary Woodward made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Barbara Allen                   
36 seconded the motion, which was passed by unanimous vote (7-0).       
37
38
39 __________________________________ ________________________
40         Jennifer Robison, City Recorder Date Approved
41
42
43
44 __________________________________
45     Connie Larson, Recording Secretary
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3.03.080 Tree Board

(a) Creation. There is hereby created a Tree Board for Centerville City which acts as an advisory 
board to the City Council and other departments for the purpose of providing guidance to the City 
on the planting, maintaining and removing of trees on public property and within the public park 
strips.  


(b) Members.

(1) Number. The Tree Board shall be comprised of not more than seven but no less than five 
regular members who shall be appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the 
Council.

(2) Term. Tree Board members shall be appointed to staggered terms of three years, 
provided that members may be appointed to terms shorter than three years when 
necessary to provide staggered terms. These terms are renewable. Tree Board members 
may be removed from office at any time with or without cause by action of the City 
Council.

(3) Compensation. Tree Board members shall receive no compensation for their services but 
may be reimbursed for reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of their duties or 
for training.

(c) Organization and Procedure.


(1) Chairperson. The members of the Tree Board shall appoint one member as chairperson. 
The chairperson shall serve for a term of one year, which term may be renewed. The 
chairperson shall oversee the proceedings and activities of the Tree Board. 

(2) Rules. The Tree Board may adopt reasonable rules and regulations in accordance with 
this Section for governing the conduct of its business. 

(3) Meetings. The Tree Board may hold meetings at such times as the Board determines is 
necessary and as properly called with notice given to each Board member.

(d) Duties. The Tree Board acts in an advisory and voluntary capacity to the City Council and other 
departments in providing guidance on the planting, maintaining and removing of trees on public 
property and within the public park strips.  The Tree Board shall: 

(1) Recommend to the City Council and other departments standards for the care, 
preservation, pruning and planting of trees on public property and in the park strips;

(2) Review and recommend appropriate changes and updates to City Ordinances or master 
plans regarding trees on public property or in the park strips;

(3) Recommend projects, policies, funding allocations, and other measures, programs, or 
activities for the maintenance and management of trees within the City;

(4) Carry out projects, programs, or activities regarding trees, as directed by the City Council, 
including Arbor Day activities; and

(5) Initiate and promote involvement, activities and contributions by the private sector for the 
development of trees within the City, including Arbor Day activities.  


HISTORY

Adopted by Ord. 2018-23 on 10/16/2018
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11.02 Parkstrips And Parkstrip Trees
11.02.010 Parkstrip Definition
11.02.020 Parkstrip Landscaping Or Hardscaping
11.02.022 Limited Concrete Walkway In Parkstrip
11.02.030 Parkstrip Maintenance
11.02.032 Public Utility Easements In Parkstrips
11.02.034 Damage To Underground Utilities In Parkstrips
11.02.040 Parkstrip Visual Obstructions
11.02.050 Parkstrip Trees - Permit Required
11.02.060 Parkstrip Trees - Location Restrictions
11.02.070 Parkstrip Trees - Maintenance Requirements
11.02.080 Parkstrip Trees - Approved Tree List
11.02.090 Enforcement

11.02.010 Parkstrip Definition
For purposes of this Chapter, parkstrip shall mean the area located between the top back of the curb
line to the front face, street side of the sidewalk or to the right-of-way when no sidewalk is present, but
not including driveways, sidewalks, or trails.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017

11.02.020 Parkstrip Landscaping Or Hardscaping

Except as otherwise provided, all parkstrips within the City shall be landscaped with grass and
plantings or hardsurfaced with acceptable materials as more particularly provided herein. Installation of
parkstrip landscaping or hardscaping in accordance with this Chapter shall be the responsibility of the
abutting property owner to the parkstrip. If the parkstrip, or any portion of the parkstrip, is landscaped
with grass or plantings, such landscaping shall comply with applicable provisions of this Chapter and
CZC 12 (Zoning). Except as provided in CMC 11.02.022, if the parkstrip, or any portion of the parkstrip,
is improved with hardscaping, such hardscaping shall be limited to the following acceptable materials:
1.5” to 6” diameter decorative rocks and/or loosely laid bricks, pavers, and/or or flagstones. Except as
otherwise provided in CMC 11.02.022, the use of concrete, asphalt, course wood or synthetic products
(such as bark, mulch, and wood chips), or any other materials or hardscaping is prohibited within
parkstrips. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to parkstrips and properties located in the
Parrish Lane Gateway Area. Parkstrips and properties located in the Parrish Lane Gateway Area shall
be subject to the streetscape design standards set forth in CZC 12.63 (Parrish Lane Gateway Design
Standards).

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017
Amended by Ord. 2021-12 on 5/4/2021
Amended by Ord. 2022-15 on 7/19/2022

11.02.022 Limited Concrete Walkway In Parkstrip

A limited concrete walkway may be allowed within the parkstrip for certain residential lots as more
particularly provided in this section. Each single family residential lot in a residential zone or a single
family dwelling constructed in any other zone may install one concrete walkway within the parkstrip
connecting the sidewalk to the curb and gutter. Such concrete walkway shall comply with the following
standards:

(a) The concrete walkway shall only be allowed for single family residential lots or for a single family
dwelling constructed in any other zone;
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(b) The concrete walkway shall be no wider than five feet (5’) wide (as measured horizontally with
the sidewalk);

(c) The concrete walkway shall extend perpendicular from the sidewalk to the curb and gutter;

(d) The concrete walkway may only be installed if there is a connecting walkway from the parkstrip
and sidewalk to the front or side door of the single family dwelling or such connecting walkway is
installed simultaneously with the parkstrip pathway as a condition of any required permit;

(e) The concrete walkway shall be located a minimum distance of at least six feet (6’) from the
closest portion of any drive approach apron;

(f) The concrete walkway shall meet all distance and location requirements of CMC 9.02.240
(Water Meters);

(g) No colored concrete shall be used for the concrete walkway;

(h) No concrete walkway shall be used for vehicular access or use and shall not be used in any way
to access vehicular storage or parking areas (such as side yard access for RV pad);

(i) The concrete walkway shall be maintained by the abutting property owner in accordance with
CMC 11.02.030 (Parkstrip Maintenance) and for snow removal as provided 11.01.120 (Removal
of Snow from Sidewalks);

(j) If the concrete walkway is required to be removed or altered in any way by utility providers, the
abutting property owner shall be responsible for repairing and/or replacing the concrete and
related improvements installed by the abutting property owner; and

(k) Property owner shall obtain any required permit for installation of improvements within the public
right-of-way prior to any work in the parkstrip for the concrete walkway.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2022-15 on 7/19/2022

11.02.030 Parkstrip Maintenance

Maintenance of all parkstrip areas shall be the responsibility of the abutting property owner to the
parkstrip.  Such maintenence of the parkstrip by the abutting property owner shall include:

(a) Maintenance of all landscaping and hardscaping within the parkstrip;

(b) Removal of all noxious weeds in the parkstrip and on adjacent sidewalks in accordance with
CMC 7.04 (Weed Control and Cleaning of Real Property);

(c) Removal of leaves and overhanging branches within the parkstrip, sidewalk or adjacent right-of-
way in accordance with CMC 11.02.070;

(d) Maintenance and compliance with all visual obstruction and site triangle requirements set forth
in this Title and CZC 12 (Zoning); and

(e) Compliance with all other parkstrip maintenance obligations set forth in CZC 12 (Zoning).

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017
Amended by Ord. 2021-12 on 5/4/2021

11.02.032 Public Utility Easements In Parkstrips

Most parkstrips within the City are located within the public right-of-way and are burdened by and
subject to public utility easements for purposes of installing and maintaining public utilities. Such public
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utility easements shall be governed by and subject to applicable Utah law regarding rights of utilities
with facilities within the easement, including, but not limited to Utah Code § 54-3-27. Property owners
shall be subject to all rights and obligations of any applicable public utility easements and utility facilities
within the parkstrips. Property owners, their agents, contractors, or assigns may be liable or responsible
for any damage to or interference with public utilities within the parkstrip caused by any use of or
improvements within the parkstrips.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2021-12 on 5/4/2021

11.02.034 Damage To Underground Utilities In Parkstrips

Any property owner, or the property owner’s agent, contractor, or assign, making improvements to or
maintaining the parkstrip shall be subject to the Damage to Underground Utility Facilities Act as set
forth in Utah Code §§ 54-8a-101, et seq. As provided therein, Utah law requires any excavator to notify
each operator of underground facilities in the parkstrip at least 48 hours before excavating.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2021-12 on 5/4/2021

11.02.040 Parkstrip Visual Obstructions

The following regulations shall apply to all structures, improvements, landscaping, and hardscaping
within parkstrips: 

(a) Height Restriction. In all zones, no fence, wall, sign, or similar structure, or landscaping which
exceeds two feet in height shall be placed within the parkstrip, except for trees approved by
permit, and standard mailboxes.

(b) Enclosed mailboxes. Except for cluster-box structures, all enclosed mailboxes within the
parkstrip, shall meet the USPS standard height of 41 inches to 45 inches and all other
applicable USPS standards. Mailboxes, poles, stands and other similar devices shall not
exceed 18 inches by 18 inches measured at the base. Street side mail-boxes shall be
reviewed at the time of building permit review for all new residential development. 

(c) Driveway. No sight obscuring fence, wall, sign, or other similar structure or landscaping,
which exceeds two feet in height shall be placed within a triangular area formed by a
driveway line, the street/curb line, and a line connecting them at points 12 feet along the
driveway line and 12 feet along the street/curb line, measured at the joint of the asphalt and
gutter line. 

(d) Clear View of Intersection Street. In all zones, no fence, wall, sign, or similar structure, or
landscaping which exceeds two feet in height shall be placed on any corner lot within a
triangular area formed by the street/curb lines measured at the joint of the asphalt and gutter
line and a line connecting them at points 50 feet from the intersection of the street/curb lines,
except for public safety signs and equipment. Deciduous trees within the 50-foot triangle shall
be allowed by permit approved by the Public Works Director. Evergreen trees are not allowed
within the 50-foot triangle. Trees planted without a permit shall be subject to removal by the
Public Works Department. Trees existing as of the date of adoption of this Ordinance with
trunks located within the clear-view area defined herein may remain at the discretion of the
City based upon safety and visibility standards, but may not be replaced once removed.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017
Amended by Ord. 2021-12 on 5/4/2021

11.02.050 Parkstrip Trees - Permit Required
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All property owners who desire to plant a tree, or trees, within the parkstrip, or any portion of the public
right-of-way if a parkstrip is not established, shall  submit a complete street tree permit application
for review and approval by the Public Works Director or designee. The application shall include at least
the following information:

(a) Name and address of applicant;

(b) Site plan indicating the location of the desired tree(s) and distance from curb, sidewalk, street
corner, driveway, signage, fire hydrant, cross walk, utility meter and power lines;

(c) The species and number of tree(s) to be planted; and

(d) Evidence establishing compliance with the provisions of this Chapter.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017

11.02.060 Parkstrip Trees - Location Restrictions

All parkstrip trees shall comply with the following location restrictions:

(a) Trees shall only be allowed within parkstrips that have a minimum of four feet in width,
measured between the top back of the curb line to the front face of the sidewalk line. 

(b) A tree planted within the parkstrip shall be planted in the center of the parkstrip at least two feet
from the curb and two feet from the sidewalk.

(c) Each tree within the parkstrip shall be planted no less than 20 feet from another parkstrip tree.

(d) Parkstrip trees shall not be allowed within 30 feet of a public safety sign. Additional length for a
specific area may be required as the City deems appropriate such as: distance from culinary
and secondary water valves, distance from telecommunication fixtures, distance from power
utility boxes, and distance from fire hydrants. 

(e) All trees planted within the park strip shall meet the visual obstructions criteria found within CZC
12.55.230. 

(f) Before choosing the planting location or installing any tree, the applicant shall contact Blue
Stakes for location of underground utilities.

(g) Trees within the right of way where no parkstrip exists shall be at least 12 feet from the
street/curb line, as measured from the top back of curb, and planted no less than 20 feet from
another street tree.

(h) The guidelines for visual obstructions shall apply to all street trees.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017

11.02.070 Parkstrip Trees - Maintenance Requirements

The following maintenance requirements shall apply to all trees located within the parkstrip or within or
affecting any portion of the public right-of-way:

(a) All property owners shall be responsible for the cleanup of shed leaves, fruit, nuts, pods,
branches and all other items produced by the vegetation found within the parkstrip, or within
the public right of way. 

(b) Trees shall be pruned by the property owner as to have eight feet of clearance over the
sidewalk and 13 feet of clearance over the street. 
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(c) All newly planted trees under power lines shall not exceed 25 feet at the tree’s full mature
height. Trees that may exceed this mature height limit may require removal at the
homeowner’s expense. All existing trees planted under power lines shall be pruned at the
discretion of the electric utility provider.

(d) The City shall have the right to prune, maintain, or remove trees, at the owner’s expense,
within the parkstrip and within the City right-of-way, that are deemed a hazard by the
Centerville City Street Department Supervisor. A tree may be considered hazardous due to,
but not limited to the following: size, age, condition, disease or obstructing the clear view of
streets, signs, signals or intersections. 

(e) Trees existing as of the date of adoption of this Section that do not meet the City standard for
park strip or street side trees may remain at the discretion of the City based upon safety and
visibility standards, but may not be replaced once removed. 

(f) The City shall have the right to require a property owner to remove any tree, at the owner’s
expense, that is deemed a safety hazard to pedestrians or vehicular traffic, or is damaging
public infrastructure, regardless of when the tree was planted. 

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017

11.02.080 Parkstrip Trees - Approved Tree List

The following is a list of acceptable trees that may be planted in the parkstrip.  Other trees may be
approved in writing by the City:

(a) Amur Maple Height: 15’
Spread: 15’
Growth Rate: Medium

(b) Eastern Redbud
Height: 25’
Spread: 25’
Growth Rate: Medium

(c) English Hawthorn
Height: 15’
Spread: 15’
Growth Rate: Slow

(d) Rose of Sharon Tree Form
Height: 12’
Spread: 6’
Growth Rate: Slow-Medium

(e) Spring Snow Flowering Crabapple
Height: 20’
Spread: 20’
Growth Rate: Fast

(f) Flowering Pear
 Height: 25’
 Spread: 16’
 Growth Rate: Fast

(g) Lavalle Hawthorn
 Height: 20’
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 Spread: 20’
 Growth Rate: Medium

(h) Red Buckeye
 Height: 20’
 Spread: 25’
 Growth Rate: Medium

(i) Bigtooth Maple
 Height: 25’
 Spread: 15’
 Growth Rate: Slow

(j) Washington Hawthorn
 Height: 25’
 Spread: 25’
 Growth Rate: Medium

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017

11.02.090 Enforcement

(a) Trees existing as of the date of adoption of this Chapter that do not meet the City standard
for parkstrip or street side trees may remain at the discretion of the City based upon safety
and visibility standards, but may not be replaced once removed. Owners of existing
parkstrip/street side trees shall still be required to follow all maintenance standards required
herein.

(b) Those who do not comply with the parkstrip standards found herein shall be subject to
enforcement action, which may include the removal of any such non-approved item planted,
constructed or placed within the parkstrip and/or City right-of-way. 

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 2017-03 on 4/4/2017
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