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WORK SESSION AGENDA 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE CENTERVILLE CITY COUNCIL WILL HOLD ITS WORK SESSION 
MEETING AT 6:00 PM ON MAY 7, 2024 AT CENTERVILLE CITY HALL, 250 NORTH MAIN STREET, 
CENTERVILLE, UTAH.  
 
Centerville City Council meetings are open to the public, unless otherwise closed for reasons allowed by law. Centerville City Council 
meetings may be conducted via electronic means pursuant to Utah Code §  52-4-207. In compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations due to a disability may contact the City Recorder at (801) 295-3477, at 
least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. The Mayor and Council reserve the right to modify the sequence of agenda items in order 
to facilitate special needs or provide greater efficiency. 
 
 

The full agenda packet and backup materials can be found on the Centerville City website at: 
https://centervilleutah.gov/129/Agendas-Minutes 

 
    
A.  ROLL CALL   
    
B.  BUSINESS ITEMS   

Business action or discussion items to be considered.  
 1.  Parkstrip and Street Tree Discussion 

Discuss new proposed ordinance regarding prohibiting trees in parkstrips 
    
C.  CLOSED SESSION   

The City Council may vote to discuss matters in a closed session for reasons allowed by law, 
including, but not limited to, the provisions of Utah Code § 52-4-205 of the Open and Public Meetings 
Act, and for attorney-client matters that are privileged pursuant to Utah Code § 78B-1-137. 

    
D.  ADJOURNMENT   

 
 

 

 

 

 
CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 

I hereby certify that this notice and agenda was posted at Centerville City Hall, published on the Utah Public 
Notice Website, and provided to a newspaper or media correspondent in accordance with the requirements of 
the Utah Open and Public Meetings Act, including, but not limited to, provisions of Utah Code § 52-4-202.  

 
Jennifer Robison 

Centerville City Recorder 
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CITY COUNCIL 
  

Staff Report 
5/7/2024  

 

 
Item No. 1. 
Title: Parkstrip and Street Tree Discussion 
Initiated By: Lisa Romney, City Attorney 
Staff Representative: Lisa Romney, City Attorney, Marc Marchant, Streets Supervisor 
 
 
SUBJECT: 
  
Discuss new proposed ordinance regarding prohibiting trees in parkstrips  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
  
The City has been researching and analyzing whether to allow trees in the parkstrips for many years. Most of 
the City's parkstrips are only four feet wide and are crowded with utilities. Trees within these narrow crowded 
parkstrips cause significant damage to public infrastructure and utilities. Street and sidewalk replacement 
projects over the years have revealed significant damage from trees within the parkstrips to culinary waterlines, 
irrigation laterals, meters, and other utilities. In addition, trees within the parkstrip cause damage to adjacent 
City sidewalks, curbs, gutters, and other infrastructure.  
 
In 2016, the City conducted a study of the condition of existing sidewalks. The study identified damaged 
sections of sidewalk as well as vertical faults in sidewalks and categorized such vertical faults based on the 
inches of displacement. The study also identified areas where the sidewalk damage was likely due to existing 
trees in the parkstrip or on private property. The study indicated a high correlation between sidewalk damage 
and displacement and trees in the parkstrip or in proximity on private property. Since the sidewalk study in 
2016, the City has been implementing a sidewalk replacement program to repair and replace damaged 
sidewalks throughout the City. This program has included removing trees from the parkstrip prior to replacing 
damaged sections of sidewalk. Overall, property owners have been cooperative in working with the City to take 
out trees that are damaging public infrastructure. The City has also used a tree voucher program as 
recommended by the Tree Board to pay for replacement trees to be planted on private property. The tree 
voucher program has also been well received.  
 
Staff has been working on ordinance amendments to implement and codify the parkstrip tree removal program 
we have been following for the past few years. These ordinance amendments include amendments to Chapter 
11.02 (Parkstrips) as well as a new Chapter 11.05 (Sidewalk Replacement Program) and a new Chapter 11.06 
(Public Utility Easements). Staff would like to take these ordinance amendments to the Tree Board for their 
review and comment at their next meeting on May 15, 2024. Prior drafts of the ordinance amendments have 
been provided to the Tree Board for their review, but it has been some time since they have weighed in. After 
review and comment by the Tree Board on the latest draft, Staff intends to bring the ordinance amendments to 
the City Council for consideration.  
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ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Sidewalk and Trees Discussion Outline (2018) 
2. Parkstrip Trees Damaging Sidewalk - Pictures 
3. 09-18-2018 CC Staff Report-Street Tree Parkstrip Discussion 
4. 03-19-2019 CC Staff Report-Sidewalk Replacement Program 
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Sidewalks and Trees 

Inventory of sidewalks, gutters, ADA ramps, and street trees conducted in 2016. 

• 8,049 vertical faults inventoried 

o 8 faults above 3 inches,  

o 419 faults 1 to 3 inches in height 

• Park strip defined as top back of curb to the front face of sidewalk 

• 4, 630 trees inventoried, 1,746 trees in the park strip  

• 2,665 park strip tree obstructions (blocking pedestrians, traffic 

clearance, and traffic visibility) 

• Analysis of vertical faults within a 15-foot tree buffer. Fifteen feet 

determined based on average spread of tree roots for common tree 

types. 

o 2,037 vertical faults within the 15-foot tree buffer (25% of 

faults) 

• 22% of faults 3/8”-1/2” within tree buffer 

• 32% of ½”-1” faults within tree buffer 

• 51% of 1”-3” faults within tree buffer 

• 100% of >3” faults within tree buffer 

• Five most common park strip trees near faults:  

o Fruit 

o Maple 

o Linden 

o Honey locust 

o Ornamental pear. 

• Not all faults caused by trees. Many faults are without the 15-foot tree 

buffer 

o However, major faults occur 3.4 times more often within a 15-

buffer of a park strip tree 

o Total faults occur 1.15 times more when within 15 feet of a 

park strip tree 

• See Maps 4 and 10. As a tree ages and grows, it causes more 

problems. 

Updates since the 2016 Inventory 

• Review of 405 1”-3” faults, July and August 2018 

o 202 faults within tree buffer 

o 203 faults outside tree buffer 

• At least 37 1”-3” faults increased in height since 2016  

o More increase possible on faults less than 1” from the 2016 inventory 

• A few faults in the 1-3” category have increased to the >3” fault category 

• Several faults have increased since the 2016 inventory, many of which were ground down in 2016/2017 

and are back to 1-3”  

• 176 trees near 1”-3” faults, 76 removable by the Public Works Department, the rest need to be 

contracted out. 

• Several faults near trees have increased since the 2016 inventory 
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Recommendations 

• Begin with the worst faults 

o 405 faults over 1 inch 

• Repair sidewalks after tree removal 

o Ask residents to volunteer for tree removal 

▪ Create request process and timeframe 

o Create process to receive and review requests for tree 

removal 

• Create a cost-sharing program to repair or replace sidewalk 

o Allow residents to participate and to stretch funding to 

repair as much sidewalk as possible 

o Faults over 1” will be covered at cost 

o Faults ½”-1” covered 50% by Centerville 

o Faults between 3/8”-  ½” will be covered 25% 

o Cosmetic and/or complete replacement of sidewalk 

covered by the homeowner. Faults less than 3/8” are 

considered cosmetic 

o Remove park strip trees at City’s expense 

• Review each sidewalk repair/tree removal request 

o Prioritize largest faults/highest liability cases 

o Begin in October with the first wave of requests 

o Trees to be trimmed to code (8’ over sidewalk 13’ over road) before repairs take place (if tree 

remains) 

• Property owner to repair landscaping and sprinklers in park strip 

• Mail notice to property owners of 176 fault/tree occurrences to explain and invite to participate in cost-

sharing program 

o This applies to park strip trees, not trees on private property  
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PARKSTRIP STREET TREE DISCUSSION       
DAMAGE TO INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES 

MAY 7, 2024 
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