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1 Councilman Wright reemphasized his support for the RAP Tax to provide funding for the

2 Whitaker Museum. Lisa Romney, City Attorney, reminded the Council that they cannot get
3 involved with leading the effort in their official capacity as Council members. The City Council is

4 required, however, to write the argument in support of the proposition that will be posted on the

5 State website. Councilman Wright suggested the Council ask the different City committees and

6 boards to write out why they would support RAP Tax renewal. Ms. Romney stated that

7 committees can be used for research, but cannot be used for campaign purposes.

8
9 Councilman Wright made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2015- 13 submitting a ballot

10 question to residents regarding the reauthorization and imposition of a local sales and use tax of

11 one-tenth of one percent ( 0. 1 %) on certain qualifying transactions within the City to fund

12 recreational facilities and cultural facilities and organizations. Councilman Higginson seconded

13 the motion, which passed by unanimous vote ( 5-0). City Manager Thacker emphasized the

14 need to have an active group of citizens working on public awareness. Mr. Thacker stated he

15 feels Ron Russell would be a strong advocate for park improvements and recreation for the

16 community, and could take direction from the Council regarding what should be emphasized.
17 Councilman Wright recommended holding an opportunity for public comment during open

18 meeting. Councilman Averett said he understands Councilman Wright's concerns regarding a

19 possible bias with Former Mayor Russell, but he feels that no one has served the community
20 more or better than Ron Russell, and he is supportive of Ron Russell's involvement.

21

22 CONSIDER RESOLUTION INITIATING PROCESS OF CREATING LOCAL DISTRICT

23 AND SERVICE AREA FOR FIRE/ EMS SERVICES

24

25 Councilman Averett disclosed that his son works as a part-time employee for both the

26 South Davis Metro Fire Agency and the North Davis Fire District. City Manager Thacker briefly
27 reviewed information presented at the July 7th Council work session. The South Davis Metro

28 Fire Agency was originally created with the intention to consider moving to an independent
29 taxing district after a number of years. The existing debt of the Agency cannot be paid entirely
30 from impact fees. If a district is not created, the debt will have to be paid with assessments from

31 the individual cities. The need to fund capital improvements is also a driving force behind the

32 current discussions regarding creation of a district. If a district is created, the funding sources

33 currently relied on would continue to be relied on. An offset would occur for the citizens with the

34 cities reducing property taxes by the same amount as the initial increase from the district. The

35 district would then need to go through the Truth- in-Taxation process for any future increase.

36 The cities would continue to be assessed an amount similar to current assessments for the

37 operations budget.
38

39 Councilman Wright stated that he would prefer a clean break between the cities and the

40 proposed district. He said he does not think it will take long for the District to increase property
41 taxes, and he does not agree with the citizens paying what he considers two property taxes for

42 fire services. Mayor Cutler agreed that the proposed format is a hybrid, not a clean break. The

43 Mayor added that during Fire Board discussions a majority of cities were in favor of preserving
44 property tax income to the cities. For some of the cities, the amount assessed by the Fire

45 Agency exceeds property tax income. Councilwoman Ivie asked if the Resolution allows for

46 assessments to the cities to end. Karl Hendrickson, Fire Agency Attorney, responded that the

47 Resolution does include the ability to end city assessments. The assessment formula now and

48 over time is subject to a separate interlocal agreement that has to be reviewed and approved
49 prior to the final decision. Fire Chief Bassett further explained the desire of some cities to

50 preserve property tax income and retain a certain amount of control. Mr. Thacker pointed out

51 that property tax revenue goes into the General Fund, and the City's assessment is paid from

52 the General Fund.
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1 Mayor Cutler stated that the Agency is in need of more revenue, and does not have the

2 ability to bond. The proposed Resolution No. 2015- 14 would start the process of proposing
3 creation of a Fire District. Mr. Hendrickson added that any non-participating city could contract

4 with the new district. Councilman Wright stated that the services need to be provided. He has

5 concerns with the taxation issues, but feels the City should move forward with the Resolution.

6 The Council discussed when and where to hold an open house for citizen education.

7

8 Councilman Wright made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2015- 14 proposing creation

9 of a Fire District, recognizing that this is the beginning of a process that will involve the public.
10 Councilman Averett seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote (5-0). Councilman

11 Higginson stated he feels retaining as much control and accountability as possible is in

12 everyone's best interest. Chief Bassett stated that he has rough story boards and presentation
13 information ready. Councilman Wright suggested the Chief make an informational video.

14 Councilwoman Ivie said she feels strongly that the open house should occur prior to the

15 September public hearing. Councilwoman Fillmore suggested the Fire Agency host a first open

16 house at the station, with a second open house prior to the September 15th meeting at City Hall.

17 She added that she knows Chief Bassett is always willing to speak to citizens and answer

18 questions. Chief Bassett suggested the information could be added to what is presented at the

19 Fire Prevention Open House already scheduled for September 9th at the Centerville Station.

20

21 At 9:03 p.m. the Council took a break, returning at 9: 12 p. m.

22

23 MAYOR' S REPORT

24

25 . Mayor Cutler reported that he, the City Manager, the Police Chief, and

26 representatives of the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources ( DWR) met recently with

27 four property owners impacted by deer residing on their land year-round. These

28 owners are seeking the City's help in reducing the number of resident deer, which

29 feed on their gardens, orchards and other vegetation. As of August 1, 2015, the

30 DWR has authority to assist Utah cities with deer control problems, subject to

31 regulatory requirements and guidelines. A city must develop an " urban deer plan"
32 and solicit public comment before DWR with allow implementation of the plan. The

33 plan could include trapping and euthanizing, or recruitment of experienced
34 sportsmen to help eliminate the deer with property owner consent. Councilwoman

35 Fillmore expressed safety concerns with the shooting option, and said she prefers
36 the trapping and euthanizing option. A majority of the Council indicated a desire to

37 move forward with the process.

38 . Mayor Cutler reported that the Fire Agency Board is in agreement that the current

39 problem facing the Agency is structural, not a short-term financial problem.
40 Response times seem to be decreasing with the new rapid- response structure.

41 Councilwoman Fillmore said she is confident the rapid- response structure would not

42 have been implemented without City Manager Thacker's influence.

43 . Mayor Cutler has received a letter from the local elementary school principals
44 proposing a " Lunch with the Mayor" program. The City's current budget includes

45 $ 2, 000 for this program. The letter indicates the schools are willing to share the cost.

46 Councilman Wright asked if the programs could be coupled with the DARE program.

47 Mayor Cutler responded that every 6th grade student participates in the DARE

48 program. The " Lunch with the Mayor" program would include a limited number of

49 students selected by the teachers. He added that Council members may be invited

50 to participate.










