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Minutes of the Centerville City Council meeting held Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in

the Centerville City Hall Council Chambers, 250 North Main Street, Centerville, Utah.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Mayor Paul A. Cutler

Council Members Tamilyn Fillmore

Stephanie Ivie

Lawrence Wright

MEMBERS ABSENT Ken S. Averett

John 1. Higginson

STAFF PRESENT Steve Thacker, City Manager
Blaine Lutz, Finance Director/Assistant City Manager
Lisa Romney, City Attorney
Neal Worsley, Centerville Police Chief

Cory Snyder, Community Development Director

Randy Randall, Public Works Director

Katie Rust, Recording Secretary

VISITORS Curtis Koch, County Clerk/Auditor

Bret Milburn, County Commissioner

Interested citizens (see attached sign- in sheet)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER OR THOUGHT Steve Thacker, City Manager

NEW POLICE OFFICER INTRODUCTION

Police Chief Worsley introduced the Centerville Police Department's new police officer,

David Davis. Officer Davis' previous experience includes six years of service in the United

States Air Force, and five and a half years with the Davis County Correctional Facility.

OPEN SESSION

Lee Skabelund - Mr. Skabelund expressed appreciation for the Centerville Police

Department. He stated that in the 25 years he has lived in Centerville he has never had a

negative encounter with the Police Department.

Phil Sessions - Mr. Sessions is a Centerville resident. He said he is perturbed with the

changes that are taking place on Main Street. He stated he feels that the owners of the

property on Main Street between 300 South and 400 South should not be allowed to do what

they want to do. He referred to the amount of parking currently available at some of the

commercial properties, and said he thinks sufficient parking should be required. Mr. Sessions

reminded the Council that they were elected to protect the citizens.

Robvn Mecham - Ms. Mecham stated that she heard from Mr. Sessions of an

agreement between the Pitt group and the City that the property referred to by Mr. Sessions

would be purchased for additional parking. She asked that the City research the possibility of

such an agreement. Ms. Mecham said she feels the Planning Commission is there to look after

rules and regulations, and the City Council is to look after the interests of the citizens. She said
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1 Mr. Koch responded that there is no forwarding on a vote-by-mail ballot. Completed,
2 returned ballots are sorted by batches as they come in, not by area. The signature on the outer

3 flap is compared to the voter's signature from registration. If a difference is noticed, the voter is

4 contacted to verify authenticity. The signature flap is then discarded and the sealed ballot is

5 opened and processed. If a citizen has submitted a vote-by-mail ballot, they will not be able to

6 vote at the polling location on Election Day.
7

8 Lee Skabelund - Mr. Skabelund stated that he is a registered poll manager. He said he

9 does not think Centerville has wide-spread voter fraud, but he thinks vote-by-mail would open it

10 up to more voter fraud. He added that no right comes without responsibility, and it is not too

11 much to ask someone to come to the poliS to vote. Mr. Skabelund said he feels that when the

12 costs are compared, the value is not there. He stated that, to him, City funds are sacred, and

13 the Council has a responsibility to be frugal.
14

15 Councilman Wright said he appreciates Mr. Skabelund's comments, but he personally
16 feels the Council has a sacred responsibility to made sure the City has an electoral process that

17 represents the will of the people. He said he would like to at least test the program to give as

18 many people as possible the opportunity.
19

20 Steve Allen - Mr. Allen asked if a voter would be able to cancel a vote after submitting a

21 ballot by mail and then vote on Election Day if something comes up during the course of an

22 election season that prompts them to change their mind. Mr. Koch responded that a ballot

23 cannot be cancelled after it has been submitted, but the voter could hold onto the ballot and

24 " walk-and-drop" it at the polling location on Election Day. Mr. Allen said he is concerned that

25 voters might vote extremely early in the season and later change their minds. Mr. Koch said the

26 County would prefer a shorter voting period, but they follow State statutes.

27

28 Paula Tinnabi - Ms. Tinnabi works for the Postal Service. She said that political
29 mailings receive top priority. Postal workers know who lives at each address. Ballots are not

30 delivered to incorrect addresses. Ms. Tinnabi said that a lot of ballots are returned to the

31 County.
32

33 Councilman Wright said his one concern with the vote-by-mail option is the length of

34 time given to return ballots. He said he feels there should be an opportunity for voters to hear

35 the issues and interact with candidates before they can fill out and mail a ballot. Mr. Koch

36 agreed that voter engagement needs to occur. He responded that his office can improve the

37 website and make it easier to find information about the candidates. The timing is established

38 by State law - ballots are sent out four weeks before Election Day. Mr. Koch said the County
39 would prefer three weeks. He is hoping for legislation that would narrow the vote-by-mail

40 window.

41

42 Mayor Cutler said he would prefer to wait until all Council members are present to make

43 a final decision. Mr. Koch stated he would be willing to be a little flexible on the April 1st

44 deadline, allowing the City Council to make a decision on April 7. Mr. Skabelund stated that

45 candidates need time to campaign. He feels there are disadvantages for some candidates with

46 the vote-by-mail option.
47

48 CURRENT SOUTH MAIN STREET CORRIDOR PLAN

49

50 Council members Ivie and Wright requested a briefing on the current provisions of the

51 South Main Street Corridor Plan be placed on the agenda. Ms. Romney cautioned that the

52 application currently pending has not been noticed for discussion at this meeting.












